
 

AFSA High School 

Hello AFSA Families! 

Welcome to distance learning! I am looking forward to embarking on this 

journey with you and ALL of us learning along the way. It won’t be the same not 

sharing space, but I hope we can keep up the rapport we had begun to build. 

This letter is to provide you the key information you will need for distance 

learning in Geography.  

Google Classroom will be the backbone of the course. Assignments and 

announcements will be posted here and students will submit work here as well. Students should have 

received an email in their AFSA email with information on how to add themselves to each class. If your 

student has not yet joined the class and needs the code, they should email me directly.  Once all students 

have been added I will send invitations to parents to join as well. This will allow you to monitor your 

students’ academic progress. Materials and due dates will continue to be posted to the class website at 

afsahighscool.com as well.    

I will have daily office hours from 8:00am – 10:00am Monday through Friday.  I will be available for 

phone calls or text at 651-504-2658 during this time. I will also be responding immediately to emails 

that come in.  Students are also welcome to request a video conference through Google Meets or Zoom. 

This is a time to ask questions on assignments and class materials or just to check in. If this time does not 

work for us to connect we can work to find a different time or method for touching base.  

For those students that have indicated limited access to internet and/or technology materials will be 

delivered on a regular schedule. The day and time of deliveries will be scheduled by the transportation 

department and questions about the process and schedule can be directed to the main office.  

Although we aren’t meeting face-to-face, attendance is still a required piece of distance learning. 

Students will be completing daily attendance with their advisor. For attendance in Geography, students 

will have to have regular individual contact with me. If students do not demonstrate attendance in the 

following ways, I will be following up with phone calls. There will be a weekly survey that the students are 

REQUIRED to complete as an assignment. Other ways students can demonstrate attendance will include:  

 Conversation via: 

o Email: lnelson@afsahighschool.com 

o Phone/Text: 651-504-2658 

o Slack: Direct message or posts in the group channel 

o Google Classroom: Direct message or post on stream 

 Participation in a video conference, individually or with the class. Regular conferences are at:  

o Tuesdays starting at 10:00 am  

o Fridays starting at 2:00pm  

 Submitting an assignment in Google Classroom or ArcGIS Online 

 

For the regularly scheduled video conferences students will receive invitations through their emails and 

links will be posted in Google Classroom. Each of these opportunities will be recorded and shared in 

Google Classroom. Students without access to these video conferences will receive the same information 

through phone calls and/or printed notes.  

mailto:lnelson@afsahighschool.com


Geography will still include working with different kinds of maps, researching the countries they have 

drafted and following current events in their countries. Much of the work will continue to be done on 

ArcGIS online, a tool students had started to work with before the break. Students who don’t have 

internet/technology access will be working with hardcopies of maps and atlases, as well as all other class 

materials.  

This is a new format of teaching and learning for me, and I am sure for many of you. I am excited about 

the possibilities it opens up, even as I will miss our in class interactions.  The most important thing right now 

is KEEP READING YOUR EMAIL! Remember that this is still a Nelson class, with high expectations AND 

flexibility. I am here to support you throughout our distance learning, I look forward to hearing from you 

about the best way I can do so. 

Best wishes to you all, looking forward to starting this new adventure! 

 

Laura Nelson 

   


